
 
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Q. Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun: People like us are already beating the drum for a 
Toronto/Montreal playoff series, but what's ahead for you in these tonight and the four games 
ahead in terms of taking a good look at them? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I'm only focused on tonight's game here and I know we just need to be a whole 
lot better than the last time we were in this building. We've got to take it one day, one game at a 
time here. Let's not get carried away. Let's just focus on the remaining games here and it starts 
with this one tonight. 
 
Q. Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun: Your first look at Cole Caufield today. Are you guys looking at 
looking at some film or whatever and what do you know about him? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I'm pretty familiar with him. I watched him play against the Marlies not long 
ago, watched him the play the other night. Exciting young player. Obviously, he'll score if you 
give him the opportunity to. They have some of the guys very similar to that, very dangerous, 
they get behind when you get open. They're dangerous, they can score. We just have to make 
sure that we do our job to take away those opportunities. 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: You mentioned in Winnipeg you were looking for the group to be even 
more physical moving forward. Do you expect that to happen organically down the stretch? Do 
you coax that out of them as a coaching staff? Or are you leaning on the leaders, guys like Joe, 
to do that? How do you see that unfolding? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Well, I think it's a little bit of everything that you just said there. You need your 
leaders to lead the way. We need our guys, especially those that are lower in the lineup, to 
really take on that responsibility, know that's a big part of their job, guys who are playing less 
minutes. But everybody all through the lineup, no matter where you're playing, when the game 
calls for it you need to engage physically. As I've said before, it's not just about running around 
and things like that. This is a contact sport and you can use contact to gain and maintain 
advantages on the ice to win the puck, to win space. That's where we need to make sure we're 
engaged. 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: You noted the last trip to Montreal didn't go well, but you have won 
most of the games you've played against them this season. When you've played well against 
the Habs what have you liked about your group? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I think we've done a good job of just limit the chances that we've given up 
through the neutral zone and on the rush. We've took care of the puck, those kind of things. But 
I think the games have been quite close and they've had their way with us at different times, too. 
Each game, I think, is its own animal and we just have to make sure we're ready from the start 
here today. We weren't the last time we were in this building. 



Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Just get your thoughts on the Marlies back up and running 
today after what they've been through the past few weeks and what it means, not only for them, 
but for the organization. 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, first off for them, I know it's a relief, chatting with Greg Moore a little bit 
here, it's been, a tough couple weeks. They probably, like everybody the first little bit is probably 
welcome to have a bit of a break in the schedule. It's been difficult for everybody. But then, of 
course, it wears on you a bit and then the stress of making sure that the virus is being managed 
and those kinds of things. It seems like they're through it, obviously and to get back on the ice, 
I'm sure everybody's feeling good about that. Greg was excited to get back to work and, at the 
same time, it does, of course, serve a role for us and our team, not just with what we're doing 
here right now, but for the future of the organization to get those games in and have those guys 
continue their development and stay ready if or when needed. 
 
Q. Kristen Shilton, TSN: Alex was just out here telling us he thought he could play a lot better 
than he did those two games in Winnipeg. What would you like to see a little bit more from him 
on that line with John and Will? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Just a little more with his details defensively. I'm not overly concerned about 
anything offensively. I think John and Will have done a really good job of finding ways to 
produce consistently here for us, but Alex on that line, he's got to do a lot of the work. He's got 
to really skate both ways, forecheck and returning back to our end and be really responsible 
defensively, make a play when it's his turn, those kind of things, but he hasn't played poorly by 
any means. He was playing at such a high level for a really good stretch of time and that's a 
difficult thing to maintain. Most players come down from that, if not all players a little bit. We 
want to just make sure that he's focused and continues to know that we believe in him, but that 
we're looking to see him trying to get back to that level he was at. 


