
 
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Opening Remarks: Lineup changes for today. We're going to have maintenance days for 
Muzzin, Rielly, Foligno and Campbell. Hutchinson will backup Rittich tonight, Engvall will go in 
for Foligno, and Hutton and Liljegren will go in for Muzzin and Rielly. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Do you look at it as a little bit of a bonus that with tonight you 
get the back-to-backs out of the way with two weeks left to go on the schedule in the season? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, we're glad we don't have any more of these remaining on the schedule 
here. The schedule does actually lighten up a little bit here for us the rest of the way. This one is 
a difficult one, of course. That said, these are the kind of things that mentally you've got to be 
able to overcome it and put together a good game. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Do you expect to do this sort of thing in the next couple of 
weeks too with what you're doing tonight with giving some guys maintenance days on game 
days? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: We'll take it a day at a time and a game at a time based on how the players are 
feeling and what the schedule is bringing us. I guess the easy answer is no, I don't foresee it 
given the way the schedule goes. But, again, how the players are feeling is really what's going 
to more dictate it than anything and we'll adjust accordingly. 
 
Q. Mark Zwolinski, Toronto Star: Mitch Marner is getting some talk about Selke Trophy. I'm 
just wondering what you've seen, maybe in the last year or even more, since you've been here 
how his defensive game has evolved? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, it's been really solid. I don't know if it evolving is the right way to say it. I 
think he's been a very strong defensive player ever since he's been in the League and every 
league he's really played in. He's a strong defensive player. The vision and the instincts that he 
has offensively put him in a lot of really good places defensively as well. He's obviously a very 
key member of our penalty kill. A guy we rely on late in games. He plays against other teams' 
best players a lot of the nights. He's got a lot on his plate and obviously deals with it very well. 
 
Q. Luke Fox, Sportsnet: With the playoffs looming here, what's your sense of an internal 
competition amongst the forwards towards the bottom of the lineup to make an impression so 
that they're there for game one opening night? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, I think there's some of that. I think that's all very healthy. I think the 
players are recognizing it. We never know how it's going to shake out here in terms of the 
lineup, in terms of the health of your team, how you can get through the next stretch of games. 
The only thing that the players can control is their performance and their role in grabbing onto a 
role and then being consistent and being responsible and showing that you bring value to the 



group. We've got a lot of different options when we're healthy. I think it's just a matter of all 
those things falling into place. But yeah, certainly, I think the players recognize it. I've had 
discussions with a number of those guys that are in that mix, but also, I think, players are smart 
enough to sort those kinds of things out and do the math. 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: I think I know the answer to this, but I'll ask it anyway, just 
how comfortable have you been with Jack Campbell's goaltending at this time?  
 
Sheldon Keefe: Very comfortable is the easy answer, but I think I look back on those Winnipeg 
games, particularly the very first one. We get out there and we get up off to a really hot start and 
we're up 2-0 in a hurry, and then Jack's trying to get his game and his confidence back going 
again, and two goals go in, none of which were his fault. There's two goals that go in, how's he 
going to deal with that? You're really looking for that and the team's looking for him to respond 
well. Then I thought late through that first period out there in Winnipeg we gave up a couple of 
really big chances. I remember one big glove save in particular, it keeps the game -- I can't 
remember if we were tied or up at that point -- but regardless, it's a huge save. And then again 
in the third period, Dubois gets in behind and it's a tight game and he makes a big save on a 
breakaway. You could just see his confidence rising and our confidence in him from there and 
then he was great in the second game in Winnipeg and then really solid again last night. I guess 
the easy answer is that we're feeling really good about it and it's really been great to see him 
recover and push past a tough stretch to get back to being very solid. 
 
Q. Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun: Anything more to the idea that Freddie might play some with 
the Marlies on a conditioning stint? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: We haven't had those discussions. I don't know where that's really coming 
from. It just hasn't come across my desk. We're just trying to get Fred healthy and comfortable 
enough to be ready for game action here. 
 
Q. Gord Miller, TSN: Sandin is kind of establishing himself a little bit, looks more comfortable 
as an NHL player. What does Timothy Liljegren have to do to do that for himself? It's been a 
while since he played in the League. 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, I think you're just looking for very similar types of growth. They're 
different types of players. I think Liljegren has got a lot of real defensive value to this game that 
he's brought with his ability to move the puck. With the Marlies in my time there and in his short 
time he played in the NHL last season, he was defending very well, especially through the 
neutral zone, and killing plays on entry to our zone and helping on the penalty kill, stuff like that. 
If that's part of your game, obviously you want to see that continue and be a guy that can be 
relied upon and earn some trust of the coaching staff. And then just be solid and consistent with 
how he moves the puck and things like that, but yeah, it's been a long time here since he's 
played the NHL. There's an adjustment period, of course, but it's just a matter of really being 
confident in yourself and going out and enjoying playing again. 
 
Q. Gord Miller, TSN: Has this year been a step forward for him in the American League? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, I think so. In the time I've watched, to me, he's been the most consistent 
and reliable guy there. The reports are very similar across the organization. I don't know how 
many games he's gotten in at this point. He's spent a great deal of time with us on the taxi 
squad and stuff and traveling with our team. That's taken away from some of his games, but I 
saw a significant shift in his game really about two years ago where he really started to get his 



confidence and, of course, now as we've talked about with Sandin, he's an older, stronger 
version of himself here. I know he's excited to play and we're excited to give him that 
opportunity. We think he and Hutton are both important people to us. I think we see value in 
getting them into games and getting minutes, and significant minutes at that. Same with Sandin 
and Dermott, these guys in a game like tonight, they're going to be relied upon a lot and it's a 
good opportunity for them to show what they can do. 


