
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Q. Bob McGill, Leafs Nation Network: Five consecutive victories and just one goal against in each of 
those five games. Your offence, obviously, playing very consistent, but do you find your defensive game 
now has come around where you can really depend on each other to get the job done on a consistent 
basis? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I would say so, Bob. I think that, especially as we shifted from our games in Vancouver 
and went on to Winnipeg, I think our team really just recognized that it was time to really dial in the details 
of our game, both offensively and defensively. I think there's been a real shift there for us. And then 
anytime we've had breakdowns, since that Vancouver trip, our goaltending has been excellent in each of 
the games as well. All those things combined really help us. Now, today, we were obviously not very good 
at all through two periods, but once again, in the third period, just with our team regrouping, just making 
the decision that we were going to take care of the game, and it was going to remain in our control, the 
guys were really good again. It was fun to watch them in third. 
 
Q. Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: Two more for Auston tonight. He's on pace for 66 goals, I think, if 
it was an 82 game season. On some level, do you kind of wish we could see how this heater would go 
over a full season? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I'm just enjoying watching it now what he's doing. No matter how many games we're 
playing, he's feeling it. The chemistry between he and Mitch is obvious. He went through a tough stretch 
where he battled through injuries and stuff like that and he's obviously feeling better, and you're seeing 
the results. 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: Has there been a theme throughout the season when the team has been able to 
flip the switch and turn the tide in a game? Is it something you're hearing on the bench or just the maturity 
of the group realizing there's a moment to turn it? What do you see in that regard? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I just think it's all relative with how we decide to play with the puck. I think at times we 
get ourselves into trouble, and it's happened a lot to us against Vancouver here throughout the season, 
we have the puck a lot and when you have the puck a lot in a game, maybe more so than you would in 
other games against other teams, you tend to overcook it, you tend to overdo it, you tend to feel like you 
have more plays available than you do. That causes you problems and then all of a sudden you're playing 
in transition a lot and you're chasing it. When we just make smart efficient plays, take what's there, make 
plays when they're available but otherwise just put the puck in good places and take care of each other 
that way and manage the game, especially with a lead, we're a hard team to play against. I think that 
managing of the puck is a big piece of it. I thought even today through two periods when we were 
managing the puck very poorly, we still defended well. We didn't give up a great deal in terms of quality 
looks at our net, odd-man rushes and stuff like that. We've been really good in that area here, really since 
we left Vancouver, and through most of the season. I think that's a big part of why we are where we are in 
the standings. I would say that puck management and then just the ability to roll over our four lines and 
six defencemen is a big piece of it too. That was a struggle for us through the first two periods. We didn't 
have all our lines going, but we certainly did in the third. 
 
Q. Kristen Shilton, TSN: A bit of a scary moment there for Justin Holl.  Do you have an update on how 
he's doing? 



 
Sheldon Keefe: He’s bloody, but aside from that he was in the room with the guys after the game and 
chumming around a little bit, so that’s positive, but in terms of his actual status or anything of that nature, I 
don’t have that. Just the fact he was in the room with the guys joking around a little bit seems positive. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Thornton and Spezza both have five game point streaks. You're in that 
age group, can you offer some perspective on what they're doing at that age right now? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, they're just giving us real good shifts. Whether they get rewarded offensively or 
not, we need those guys to give us good shifts and manage the puck well. I thought, like a lot of our team 
through two periods, they were not very good. In fact, I went into the third unsure about how much I was 
going to play them, but we gave our whole team a chance to just be better in the third and that line was 
outstanding. It was a huge goal they scored for us and they did it through a really good, smart shift. Just 
really taking care of the puck and doing what you really hope to get from a fourth line. I think a 
combination of the experience and skill set of Jumbo and Spezz, and then Brooksy's energy and his 
intelligence has really helped that line. That was a real big moment in the game. It was good to see that. 
 
 

JACK CAMPBELL 
 
Q. Dave McCarthy, NHL.com: Your thoughts on Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza and what they’ve been 
able to bring? They’re both on five-game point streaks right now, so productive at the bottom of lineup. 
How much has that helped the group? 
 
Jack Campbell: It’s huge. You see these guys in the locker room getting the boys going and you see 
them on the ice battling every night. Just givin’er for the team. They play whatever role Coach puts them 
in. They don’t complain. They just go out and do the best they can every time. It’s great to see them 
contributing offensively because they’re both such great offensive players. We’re going to need them to 
continue that if we’re going to keep this thing going. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: You’ve put together a nice little string since being pulled. How positive is 
that for you on the mental side of things? 
 
Jack Campbell: Any time we’re winning, that’s huge. I just think the team’s playing really well in front of 
me. Just trying to do my thing in there and when we put that together, we’ve been finding a lot of wins. 
 
 

ALEX GALCHENYUK 
 
Q. Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun: As this streak goes on, do you see something really special about this 
team? I know there's some extra games to go here, but are you starting to sense a real roll here? 
Alex Galchenyuk: Yeah, for sure. We've got momentum going right now and, at the same time, we've 
got to stick with it, stick with our game plan and keep building, keep up that momentum. Obviously, 
playoffs are around the corner so it's a really important time for us right now. 
 
Q. Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: You've put the puck in the net a lot in this league. Can you put 
into words what Auston Matthews is doing this season?  
 
Alex Galchenyuk: It's unbelievable. He's definitely a one-of-a-kind player and you see the way he shoots 
the puck and makes plays, it's tremendous. He scored his 40th today or something?  It's definitely 
unbelievable. Definitely got to keep going and it's fun to watch. 
 

  



MITCH MARNER 
 
Q. Kristen Shilton, TSN: What did you like about the overall team effort in this one? 
 
Mitch Marner: For the first two, we were turning the puck over quite a bit and kind of playing a rush game 
with them. Then in the third, I thought we did a really good job of taking care of the puck, doing a very 
good job of keeping the puck in our hands in the O-zone and maintaining possession. We were making it 
hard on them to come through the neutral zone with a fresh pair of five every time so we did that well and 
we still got our offence and we got the result we wanted so that was something we really liked. 
 
Q. Dave McCarthy, NHL.com: What does it do for the group when you see Joe Thornton and Jason 
Spezza playing down in the lineup and both on five-game point streaks and the amount that they’re able 
to produce to help the group out? 
 
Mitch Marner: The boys are buzzing. They bring so much energy every single day. You wouldn’t think 
that they’re two of the older guys on the team but it’s been just a blast playing with them. They bring the 
energy every day and they’ve done a lot for our team through the whole lineup playing multiple spots. 
Spezz has really grown into the role as our PK guy. Being able to play on the PK, he’s been massive. 
Both guys have been huge for our team and helped a lot. 
 
 

AUSTON MATTHEWS 
 
Q. Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: Another complete effort from your group tonight. Just your 
thoughts on the game.  
 
Auston Matthews: I think despite a tough first period by our group, I thought the second and third we 
really strung along together some really good shifts and just good play all around from all four lines. 
Obviously, a nice two point for us and on to the next game. 
 
Q. Mark Zwolinski, Toronto Star: Can you talk about Mitch and just what he's doing out on the ice with 
you to get you to get the puck in the net? 
 
Auston Matthews: Yeah, he's great. Like I said the other night I don't know if he gets really enough credit 
with what he's been doing this year and the kind of player that he is and person. He's just a blast to play 
with and I think we both complement each other well. No matter who's playing with us I think every guy 
has fit in pretty well. We just try to go out there and compete and make plays. Obviously, the end goal is 
to win games and put the puck in the net. He's been playing awesome and it's been a blast playing with 
him. 


