
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Do you have any word on Nick Foligno? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I don't have any word on him, no. We have a day off tomorrow so we'll just see how he 
settles down. We'll know more on our next practice day. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Just on the way the game unfolded tonight, it looked like you guys were 
in a good spot there obviously toward the end. What transpired in your mind to have you wind up on the 
wrong side of this one? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I thought we played at 5-on-5. We find a way to get to two goals at 5-on-5, we don't give 
up any. Obviously, special teams are the big difference in the game. Our penalty kill, power play, 5-on-6, 
3-on-3, those are the situations that cost us today. Ultimately, in terms of the game, it's just missed 
opportunities. We had a number of opportunities in that first period to score a lot more than we did. We 
failed to do so. Had a couple other chances later in the game and then we have the puck on our stick on 
their side of the ice with their goalie out and that doesn't go for us either. Little things like that that just 
didn't go for us today and that's why the result is what it is. I thought, special teams aside, I liked a lot of 
things about our game. It was very evident with the people that with the amount of special teams there 
were in today's game, there hasn't been much in previous games or recent games we've been playing, 
but not having Justin Holl, Zach Hyman, and losing Foligno today, I thought in the penalty killing situations 
and then on the 5-on-6 you really notice it. 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: Sometimes by design and sometimes by necessity you move guys 
around the lineup and tonight you had to start moving guys because Nick went down. Is the versatility that 
you guys have built in to your roster, is that perhaps an underrated characteristic of this team is you have 
so many guys that can play center or wing, top six or bottom six? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, I think that's part of it. With the experience and skillsets of the players that we 
have, it gives us the ability to do that. You don't like to do it too much, especially in a game when you're 
looking to take care of a lead or control the game and things like that, you're not really wanting to bounce 
things around too much. Really the bench, frankly, felt real short towards the end of that game and I think 
maybe it caught up with us. But yeah, we've got a lot of players that have played in different spots and 
played with different people. I think that allows the group to just press on and keep playing. 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: A lot of hard work by Auston in the lead up to his goal tonight. In what ways do 
you think he's helped set the tone for the group this year with his work ethic, which has been pretty 
consistent? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yeah, I think that was something that was really evident right from the start of training 
camp and all through the regular season. His commitment to winning pucks back and defending and 
recognizing that adding that element and adding that element consistently in his game results in him and 
his linemates getting the puck that much more, which gives him that much more opportunity to produce 
offence. I think he's just understanding that. Really I think last season it started to click for him, just that 
connection, and his ability to dominate the game in more ways than just scoring goals. 
 



Q: Chris Johnston, Sportsnet: Understanding that you said you want to see Rasmus Sandin’s play at 5-
on-5 is the most important thing, I’m just wondering what you thought of him in his looks on the power 
play tonight?  
 
Sheldon Keefe: He looked comfortable there. There was the one where he gave up the big chance 
again, they got the great shorthanded look, but he looked comfortable, moved the puck well, moved it 
with poise. Obviously, our power play wasn’t nearly good enough today. We need to get a goal today. We 
get a goal on the power play then the game is well in hand, and we failed to do that. It would be hard to 
say that anybody was very good on the powerplay. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: What did you think of Timothy Liljegren’s play tonight?  
 
Sheldon Keefe: I thought he was okay. I thought he had some really good moments in the game. We 
gave him a lot of opportunity here today, especially on that penalty kill, and again, in the first 21 minutes 
or so of the game we had taken three penalties. Not a good night to not have Justin Holl and that puts a 
lot on Liljegren. We wanted to give him that opportunity here today and that opportunity will serve him 
well, but I think it showed it was maybe a little bit too much too soon in that sense for him, but this is why 
you put them in these situations because they’ll be better for it down the line. 

JACK CAMPBELL 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: I know in the end you don’t get the result, but you appeared to be pretty locked in 
tonight. How did you feel about your night? 
 
Jack Campbell: I thought we played well enough to win the game and then it comes down to a kind of 
fluky goal to tie it up and send it in to overtime. That’s something that I work on a lot. For it go in that one 
time at that point, I’m not going to overthink it, but obviously would have been nice to get out of there after 
60 with the win. I thought the guys played hard and we definitely could have won the game. We’re just 
going to bounce back and play really hard next game. 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: I imagine you know Tyler Toffoli pretty well. What stands out to you about him? 
 
Jack Campbell: He like to shoot the puck and find some nice areas to score. He’s done a good job of 
that this year. It’s always fun to play him and battle. 
 

ALEX KERFOOT 
 
Q. Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun: Is that the kind of game that shows you that if you play Montreal in the 
playoffs it's going to be a tough battle? 
 
Alex Kerfoot: Yeah, it was a tight game from start to finish. Whoever we play in the playoffs we know it's 
going to be a battle and these games down the stretch have been tighter and tighter. For us it's just about 
gearing up. Obviously, we'd like to have the win tonight, but we've still got four more games to kind of 
solidify our spot. 
 
Q. Lance Hornby, Toronto Sun: Could you talk a bit about your varied roles tonight? Obviously, busy in 
penalty killing, I think a little power play and I think you've stepped in a shift or two when Nick got hurt, did 
you not? 
 
Alex Kerfoot: Yeah, I think the lines were jumbled a little bit in the third with Nick going down. I think that 
I'm happy and comfortable playing in different roles. Tonight was one of those nights, obviously. When 
you only have 11 forwards it's hard to get in a rhythm like that and you're not going to be playing with the 
same guys every shift, but that's kind of the nature of it, and I thought it was good tonight. 
 

  



AUSTON MATTHEWS 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: Can you tell me a little bit about the goal you scored, the hand-eye 
coordination there, and just your thoughts on the team’s performance tonight? 
 
Auston Matthews: It was just a nice shot by Muzzin and I was able to get a stick on it. The team played 
pretty well tonight. Pretty tight game for the most part. They obviously play with really good structure. It 
could have gone either way. Obviously, we would have liked to have come out with the two points and not 
go into overtime. We gave ourselves a chance but came up short. This one stings a bit, but moving on 
and we’ll take our one point and go on to the next game. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: What did you see on the play there with Marner in OT? 
 
Auston Matthews: We had a 2-on-0. I think we just overpassed it. I wasn’t really able to get my stick on it 
at the end. It’s late in the game, late in overtime. A little fatigue setting in, but obviously would have liked 
to have seen that one go in the net, especially on a 2-on-0. 
 

MORGAN RIELLY 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: Just wondering if you can just assess the game and your own goal 
tonight. 
 
Morgan Rielly: Yeah, I think, all in all, if you look at the game, didn't have a great first period, but I think 
we kind of got back on track the last two. I thought we were pretty solid in the third even though they got 
one late. Yeah, I think if you break down turnovers, break down odd-man rushes, I thought we were okay. 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: At this time of year when you kind of know what's happening, is it more 
important, do you think, to get to the playoffs healthy or winning? 
 
Morgan Rielly: Well, both I think is ideal, but realistically that's a challenge. I think what we want to 
change over the past couple years is you enter the playoffs rolling, playing well, playing confident and not 
stumbling. You're confident with your structure, you know what you're doing and then you go in and you 
execute it well. I think that's what we're looking to do. 
 


