
 
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: Auston, of course, has downplayed his personal success, but I'm 
wondering if you sense that what he's doing, one off 40, chasing his first Rocket, is a motivating 
factor for this group and means something to the group as a whole? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I think Auston means a lot to our team, of course, and to his teammates so I 
think it's important for them to see him and I think they're enjoying that. When he scores, you 
can just sense the reaction on the bench that they're excited for him, not just because of what it 
means to our team and what it means to each particular game, but they know he's pursuing 
something on the verge of something great. I think that's a factor, for sure. It's all unspoken. You 
recognize these kind of things, but you're just playing and I think, really, that's what Auston's 
doing too. He knows what's happening and that he's been doing great things this season, but I 
think his focus just remains on being a great player and knows that opportunities will be there 
for him to continue doing what he's doing. 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: Is there any part of the ways that you've had to coach this 
year due to COVID, any part of the processes or the habits that you've picked up, that you think 
will carry on when the restrictions fall, finally, whenever that is? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Nothing comes to mind, really. I think there's a lot of things we've been forced 
to adjust to. Coaching with a mask on has probably been the greatest change and difficulty 
managing that. There's nothing really that comes to mind, no. I guess the biggest one would be 
more offseason related, just the way we communicated with Zoom calls and FaceTimes and 
different things like that. I think we just realize that there's a lot more ways to communicate at 
times away from the arena. I think that's probably the biggest thing that stands out to me. In 
terms of in season, there's been a number of adjustments, but I don't know there's anything that 
stands out that we would want to carry forward from here. 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: With what's happening with Andersen right now, is that with an 
eye to have him start in game one of the playoffs? Or is that with an eye to have him back up 
Jack for game one? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: The eye is just really to get Fred back up and running here and we've got to 
take that one step at a time. The first step in that process is just to increase his workload. He's 
feeling good and was taking on a lot in our practices, which has got him ready for the next step 
here. We do have a little bit of time remaining and want to make sure we're smart with it. That's 
why he's going to play just half a game here tonight. First game in quite a while coming off an 
injury, you want to make sure that you can give him that progression. He'll start with a half game 
here today and then we'll reassess it from there. In terms of the playoffs or anything like that, I 
don't have to make that decision here today. I don't have all the information. I'm not going to 
make it or make any statement on it other than to say that Fred's making his way back and Jack 
Campbell's been playing extremely well. His confidence is growing and our team's confidence in 



him is growing. I hope to have to make a difficult decision when the time comes because the 
one thing is really, really clear is that the strength and the depth of our goaltending has grown 
significantly over the last number of months and I look forward to making tough decisions. 
 
Q. Paul Strizhevsky, NHL.com: The Canadiens obviously have a lot to play for as do you 
guys, but knowing that this is your pretty much likely first round playoff opponent, how does that 
change your approach to these games and what are you hoping to accomplish that maybe you 
wouldn't otherwise? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Well it doesn't change anything for me and I know, certainly, if the season 
ended today that would be our opponent, but the season isn't ending today. It's tight enough 
that there's lots of different ways this can play out here. We're not looking too far ahead. We've 
just got to focus on our game. We want to finish the season strong, that's important for us. 
We're coming off of a loss here, we've got a three-game set against the same team and we lost 
game one in overtime. We want to make sure we respond well here today. That's really it. We're 
not looking too far beyond that. Whomever our opponent ends up being, we've played them lots 
this season and we'll be prepared. At the same time, whomever it would end up being, however 
the standings shake out, you're going to be facing a challenging opponent. We've just got to 
make sure that we're ready to compete. 
 
Q. David Alter, The Hockey News: Does Stefan Noesen play tonight? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Yes, he will. 
 
Q. David Alter, The Hockey News: So basically, the lines at practice is essentially the lineup 
you're going to go with tonight? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Correct. 
 
Q. Gord Miller, TSN: How concerned are you about your power play? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Well, I think it depends which sample we're looking at here, right? Obviously, 
for a couple of months, it's struggled quite a bit. I think as I focus on the last, I don't know what 
the games would be, last five or six games, I think we've seen a lot of really positive things from 
our power play. I didn't love how much we generated and got to the net last game, but a lot of 
things in our process, especially our breakouts, breakouts and entries, are probably as good as 
they've been maybe all season. Just got in clean with really no threat there. And then, previous 
to that, I think we've either scored or generated a lot of chances. One of our greatest challenges 
with our power play has been earning power play opportunities. That I'm a little bit concerned 
about and want to find ways to generate more. We got that last game, had two of them pretty 
much back-to-back, which wasn't ideal given that we were probably a little bit more tired than 
you'd like to be for the second one. I considered calling a timeout in that situation and, looking 
back, probably should have.  Concern maybe is not the right word because I've seen a lot of 
positive progression since we put the one unit together and we found ways to score or generate 
a lot of chances and momentum for our team. We need that to continue though, obviously, and 
it needs to be more dangerous, it needs to be a threat. Even if it's only going to get one or two 
chances a game, it needs to build positive momentum for our team. We're aware of that. It 
certainly is on our radar, but I believe in the group and believe in the process that they've put 
together here recently. Of course, early on in the season, it was as good as any power play in 
the League. 


