
 

SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Q. Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: Auston hits 40 tonight. Can you just put into your own words what 
we’re seeing from him this season?  
 
Sheldon Keefe: I think I’ve used a lot of my words on him, but there’s been so much to talk about all 
season long. It’s just so great to see him get rewarded offensively because he puts a lot of pressure on 
himself, or at least knows he has great responsibility to produce for our team offensively, and he delivers 
on it. He’s delivering on it at such a great rate. Nice to see him get that accomplishment here tonight. 
Really, he just deserves it because of how much work he’s put in, first of all, in the offseason for himself 
to prepare for this. He’s come in, I think, on a mission this season to really make a statement in all areas 
of his game. He’s put in such great work defensively and away from the puck that you want to see him 
reach the goals that he has for himself. They’re lofty goals, but clearly he keeps setting the bar even 
higher.  
 
Q. Chris Johnston, Sportsnet: What told you he was on that mission? Is that something you got from 
him just in your direct conversations or something that you observed in the way he was?  
 
Sheldon Keefe: I look at actions and right from day one of training camp, we had a really difficult training 
camp – I know media wasn’t in to watch it – but we had a real challenging training camp and when a 
player of Auston’s calibre comes in and is, first of all, prepared for it, but secondly goes out on the ice and 
is leading the charge for our group in terms of work ethic and competitiveness, attention to detail, it was 
very clear that he was ready to bring his game to another level and then, of course in turn, bring our 
whole team’s game to another level. That’s the calibre of player that he is, the calibre of person that he is 
and, again, just tremendous to see him get rewarded for that here. He’s not going to slow down, I have no 
doubts. He’s just going to keep pushing himself and our team to keep getting better here.  
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: You have a lot of extremely talented players at various levels in their 
career -- early career, mid-career, late career. When you have that much talent, as a coach, does it make 
it easier to coach a team or harder to coach a team? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I think every team has its unique challenges, unique strengths. We've got a lot of talent. 
We've got a lot of great personalities on the team. Of course, I've got to make it all work and I've got to 
put those guys in positions to succeed and I've got to challenge them and push them to really look to 
exceed their potential. Not just reach their potential, but exceed what they or others might think their 
potential is. Every time you're looking to coach a team, I think you take the talent every time and I'm 
fortunate to be in the position that I am to coach these guys. 
 
Q. Luke Fox, Sportsnet: Pierre Engvall has been kind of fighting to carve a role with the team. What 
have you made of his last couple games? Where are you at with his game right now? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: Well he’s found a way to score in the last two games that he’s played for us here and 
that’s really great to see. That helps his confidence, of course, but the reality is that’s not why he hasn’t 
been playing here of late. It has nothing to do with production. We need Pierre to be really competitive, 
physical on the puck, win puck battles, be strong defensively, do little things to help our team win and any 
production that comes from that would be great. I just think he’s got so much more to give to our team 



outside of any offensive production or anything like that. Until he finds that level he’s going to find himself 
continuing to search to look to see when his next opportunity might come. 
 
Q. Francois Gagnon, RDS: To say that the power play has been struggling I think would be an 
understatement. When you look at all the firepower that you have, does that make it easier to deal with 
the situation and do you look at it as, well, when it's going to go it's going to be just even better? Or you're 
concerned what is going on? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: I think we had a real high level of concern for a real stretch of time there. I really think 
since we came off our last road trip, when we were out there in Vancouver, we scored a power play goal 
in each of our two games in Vancouver and we were in Winnipeg for two games, I thought our power play 
at times looked as dangerous as it's been all season. We haven't had a whole lot of opportunities since 
then. These two games here against Montreal, we had opportunities. It wasn't very good yesterday, but I 
liked a lot about it today. We hit a post, had a puck just on the goal line, we had looks. You look at the 
large sample and you include the six weeks or so that it was really, really bad and didn't produce anything 
for us. You look at that big sample and, yes, it's really struggling. When you look at the chances we've 
produced here in the last five or six games, there's a lot of signs of life to it. We can't dwell on what's 
happened to here in the past. We've just got to focus on each day that comes ahead here. We want it to 
go over the line and we want greater production from it, our players want greater production, but we see 
lots of really positive signs in the process. I think, again here today, the first power play we had early in 
the game when a lot of our power play guys that we use were really tired, it was kind of a chaotic one. But 
after that, I thought our power play spent a ton of time in the offensive zone, moved the puck around 
pretty good. We've just got to stay with that. The elite power plays in the league, they score one out of 
every four. That's the best, best of the best, one out of every four. We've been right in that neighborhood 
here in the last little while. In particular, when we look at the chances we've generated we feel like it's 
going to fall for us. 
 
 

JACK CAMPBELL 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: This is the ultimate team sport but I’m wondering what your perspective 
is on the season that Auston Matthews has had to this point? 
 
Jack Campbell: Like you said, it’s a team game and we have a great team and everyone’s contributing. 
We’re not going to shy away from recognizing how special Auston is. Just how dominant he really is. He 
kind of does everything so well. It starts in our own zone. He comes back so hard, takes pucks away and 
then you watching him, Mitchy and whoever they’re playing with just seems to have a magic touch. We’re 
just super lucky to have them and I know Auston is going to keep it going but we sure are lucky to have 
him. 
 
Q. Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: You’ve set a couple of records already but you got the most wins 
through 20 games for a Leafs goalie in a season. What does that mean to you?  
 
Jack Campbell: I think it’s pretty cool. It just speaks volumes of how well our team’s playing. Same thing 
tonight, I didn’t really have a whole lot of action and the boys just carried the play and stuck to the game 
plan the whole 60. It’s just a lot of fun to be a part of this team. With the group of guys we have the 
character and the coaching staff – it really is just a great group and we’re really gelling. 
 
 

AUSTON MATTHEWS 
 
Q. Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: Forty goals in 49 games, I know you're thinking about the team, 
but what does that mean to you? 
 



Auston Matthews: It means a lot. I play with some really, really special players. Obviously, we've had a 
really, really good season so far. I just feel really, really fortunate. It's a team sport, there's a lot that goes 
into it. 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: Get your thoughts on the game and the way you guys won, getting out 
to an early lead, holding on to the lead and then putting an exclamation mark when they kind of got back 
into the game. 
 
Auston Matthews: Yeah, I think our first period was pretty good and then I think the second, I don't 
know, I've got to take a look at Mick's goal again, but you'd like to think that we're tied coming out of that 
period. We're not. We gave them back one and then went up another one. I think we'd like to do a little bit 
of a better job in closing out the game and not even giving them any life. But obviously, we close it out 
and a big game for us. 
 
 

STEFAN NOESEN 
 
Q. Terry Koshan, Toronto Sun: Just get your overall impressions of your first game as a Leaf and then 
a bit of hard luck there with the goal called back on Mikheyev. 
 
Stefan Noesen: Yeah, first action and about a month or so. Felt a little rusty to start and kind of got better 
as the game went on, and obviously crunch time, wants to get some of those guys some important 
minutes. It was good to get a good one for the boys. And yeah, the goal, I thought we did a good job with 
the forecheck and it's unfortunate that didn't count. It would have been a good start. 
 
Q. Kevin McGran, Toronto Star: You're here obviously for the playoffs and probably looking forward to 
that, but what was it like for you to sit on the sidelines as long as you have? 
 
Stefan Noesen: It's difficult. I was doing the same thing in San Jose and, at least my thoughts over there 
were I wasn't really sure why I wasn't getting an opportunity. I had a really good conversation with Doug 
[Wilson] over there and found a really good opportunity for me here. I've been setting out but I've been 
watching and this is a very, very deep team. Even myself, I look out there and I obviously want to get in, 
but you look and you see who's playing where and you start to wonder kind of where you fit in overall. It's 
really fun to watch this team. This is, even though I haven't really been playing it all, this is most fun I've 
had playing hockey since probably three or four years. It's really cool to watch. I'm happy to be a part of 
this team. 
 
 

JOHN TAVARES 
 
Q.  Josh Clipperton, Canadian Press: You’ve scored a lot of goals in this league, you scored tonight. 
Can you put in perspective what Auston has done this season in 49 games? 
 
John Tavares: Incredible. He makes it look so easy. It’s unreal to watch. It’s a testament to him and his 
work ethic. Obviously, his skill set is exceptional and one of the best in the game. Incredible. It should be 
celebrated and he deserves all that recognition. At this level and this league, it’s extremely hard to score 
so to do it as often as he does, as consistent as he is, as dominant as he is, it’s extremely impressive. 
 
Q. Mark Masters, TSN: As you know there’s so much pressure when you come in as a top prospect. 
What’s your perspective on how Auston has handled just being in the market, being relied upon, it hasn’t 
been an easy year, how has Auston persevered? 
 
John Tavares: Before I got here, that’s what always really impressed me. Him and Mitch and Willy and 
Mo and the way they’ve handled themselves playing here with all of the attention as young guys and just 
to continue to be themselves and play their games. Just to have a driving force to be great players. And 



Auston, it’s incredible just how he carries himself on a daily basis. He’s got an incredible presence in the 
locker room and on the ice. I think he just goes out there and plays and enjoys competing. He wants to 
push himself to do great things. I don’t think he worries about a whole lot other than just doing what he 
can to help the team and believe in his abilities and the work that he puts in. 


