
 
 

HEAD COACH SHELDON KEEFE 
 
Q: On Auston Matthews: 
 
Sheldon Keefe: “He played well. He was all over it. All around the net. Had 16 shot attempts, eight on 
net…” 
 
Q: Set time to play Matthews in his return? 
 
Sheldon Keefe: “Yeah, I spoke with Auston this morning about how he was feeling and let him know my 
intention was that I would play him as I normally would. I think his feedback wasn’t unexpected no less. 
So that’s what we did. Obviously, we had some really long power plays that got his minutes up there 
really quickly and then bumped it up a bit in overtime. I think it’s good for him to go through that 
tonight. We don’t play again until Friday. So I think it was the right way to go about it. Just to put him 
out there and get him to push through that. I thought he was very effective through the game beside 
the fact and naturally even though it would be challenging for him from a conditioning perspective.” 
 
 

MORGAN RIELLY (1 ASSIST) 
 

On tonight’s result: 
 
Morgan Rielly: I think if you look at it both teams were probably happy with their games and third 
periods and obviously the difference comes down to one shot. It’s hard to say, I don’t know if there is an 
articulate answer to that. I think it just comes down to little things and they get last shot in so that’s is 
the way it goes.  
 
On the play of Shesterkin.  
 
Morgan Rielly: Yeah he is good, he moves well. Obviously it’s been a while since we played these guys 
and they’ve got some good players on that team and I thought their goalie did a good job tonight but 
ours did great to so you can tell at the end with the fans, Soup is kickin’ and he’s confident so two good 
performances by two good goalies. 
 

AUSTON MATTHEWS (8 SHOTS) 
 
On how he felt during his season debut. 
 
Auston Matthews: I thought it was alright. I think for the first game I can definitely walk away happy 
with it, had some good chances, some good looks and I think that is all you can ask for especially when 



you just jump right in. It felt pretty good and I think the guys around me did a really good job of helping 
me get into the game early.  
 
On being part of that overtime and having the fans in the building:  
 
Auston Matthews: It felt awesome, honestly, just the energy you can feel it throughout the rink. It’s 
pretty amazing so obviously would have liked to get that second point but just to be playing in front of 
fans again is quite a feeling so it was a lot of fun out there.  
 
On if he expected to play 23 minutes tonight.  
 
Auston Matthews: Sheldon told me he was going to play me how he usually would and kind of go from 
there but I didn’t mind. I loved being out there, every second of it, it was a blast being out there with the 
guys again and competing and just a cherry on top with the fans being back in the stands. I had a blast 
out there and will definitely sleep great tonight. 
 

JACK CAMPBELL (21 SAVES) 
 
On the goaltending duel between him and New York’s Igor Shesterkin: 
 
Jack Campbell: “Yeah, Shesterkin played really well. It was a good challenge for sure. I thought we did a 
great job making it tough on him, he just made a lot of great saves. I thought the boys played really went 
in front of me.” 
 
On tonight’s overtime period: 
 
Jack Campbell: “It’s part of the fun of the game, is just to battle, and three-on-three is great for 
everybody. It’s entertaining. Obviously, we want to come up with the two points and [Panarin] just kind 
of caught me repositioning there so I’d definitely like to have that one back.” 
 
On Auston Matthews’ return from injury: 
 
Jack Campbell: “He’s amazing. He was working super hard to get back. He’s always working hard and it 
shows out there. First game back and he’s a force to be reckoned with and his whole line was buzzing 
out there. They played so well together and it’s just fun to watch.” 
 


